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Welcome Tim, please tell us 
of your early days
I was born in Redruth, Cornwall, 
but spent my childhood in the 
North West of England, 
predominantly in Warrington, 

surrounded by pits and manufacturing industries. My 
desire to go to university was somewhat opposed by my 
career’s teacher, who considered an apprenticeship at 
the car/paint/glass factory more appropriate. However, 
with a bunch of mediocre A-levels under my belt I went 
just down the road to Manchester University to study 
mechanical engineering. 

While there I joined the University Air Squadron and 
proceeded to devote far too much time to this fantastic 
aviation and social environment, so a mediocre degree 
followed... 

How did your career develop?
After a career as a pilot in the military, I left in 2003 to fly 
the A320 for a BA franchise, then moved over to Virgin 
Atlantic in 2007. This went south in 2009, so I took a 
temporary contract back with the Navy and from there 
moved into Corporate Aviation. 

Since leaving the RN full-time, I’ve continued to fly with 
them part-time and have been lucky enough to have 
flown Sea Harriers, Hawks and Tutors in my time off from 
the day job! Fate has been a constant wingman and I 
frequently admit to having ‘never worked’, just enjoyed a 
‘series of paid hobbies’! 

March 2020 was probably not the best time to join a 
start-up company whose business model was to fly the 
rich and famous around Europe, but start it I did, and we 
have added another jet (both Challenger 605s) to our 
fleet, with hopefully more joining in the coming months. 

Above Tim today, 
beside the Sea 
Harrier at Boscombe 
Down Museum.
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Top left Taking off 
from a carrier in a 
Sea Harrier.

Top right A young 
Tim with the Hawk, 
an aircraft he flew on 
and off for more than 
30 years.

Above Tim carried 
out his jet training on 
the Jet Provost.

What fired your interest in aviation?
My father insists that somewhere around the age of six, 
during a family camping holiday in Ullapool, we were 
‘buzzed’ by a pair of F4 Phantoms at low level. 
Apparently, I turned to dad and said, “I want to do that!”. 
A literary diet of Biggles books, Commando magazines 
and Warlord comics led to joining the Air Cadets at age 
13, three-quarters and one day – the minimum age! 
Gliding and AEFs in the ubiquitous Chippy followed, and 
my official introduction to flying training started on 4 
February 1981. 

The 635 Venture Gliding School at RAF Burtonwood, 
conveniently located a mile from my house and 400 yards 
from my school, became the new centre of my world. 
Most weekends and some school holidays would see me 
there driving Land Rovers and winches, sweeping 
hangars and cleaning gliders, plus getting free flying 
towards becoming a gliding instructor. 

Needless to say, my education and studies suffered a 
little… but to this day I enjoy PFLs! 

During lunch one day in the sixth form, I nipped over 
the fence onto the airfield, flew twice, drove the winch for 
half an hour, then nipped back in time for double physics.

In what, where and when was your first 
flight?
It was in G-ARLW, a Cessna 172 from Barton Aerodrome 
near Manchester, in October 1974, I think. Roger, a friend 
of my dad, flew my two brothers, dad and me, though not 
at the same time and we all became pilots – I guess he 
did something right.

Where did you learn to fly? 
After two years at the gliding school, I swapped my T21 
Sedbergh’s, T31 Cadets and T61 Ventures for Bulldogs at 
the UAS. After four attempts I was accepted by the RAF 
for pilot training and flew the Jet Provost T3 and T5 before 
moving on to the Hawk for Fast Jet pilot training. My 
request to be a helicopter pilot fell on deaf ears… so 
aged 24 I was posted to fly the brand-new Tornado F3 
fighter. Mach 2.2, 45,000ft, eight missiles, one gun and 
getting paid. What was not to like?! 

Six years and three flying tours on the F3 raced by, 
then I was ‘specially selected’ (I never did find out what 
that meant) to serve with the Fleet Air Arm as an 
exchange pilot flying the then new Sea Harrier FRS2. My 
three-year tour ended up lasting eight years and included 
‘jumping ship’ to the RN, having a family and buying a 
house. Twenty-five years later we’re still in Somerset, I’m 
still in the Navy (as a Reservist since 2003), though the 

Sea Harrier has made way for Hawks and now Grob 
Tutors. I’m still getting paid to fly. 

Which was your favourite jet?
Of the jets I flew, I have the fondest memories of the Sea 
Harrier. Like most things difficult to do, they bring the 
greatest rewards. She was not an easy aircraft to fly, a 
whole new set of VSTOL skills had to be learned. She was 
demanding to operate as a fighting machine, developed 
on a shoestring with some dreadful system integration. 
And the runway moved between take-off and landing! But 
we were all immensely proud of our aircraft, squadron 
and our ship. 

We ventured worldwide, took on all comers, and 
generally beat them. A true multi-role aircraft and 
probably the best value for money aircraft the FAA ever 
had. Of course, I may be biased... 

I came to the Hunter pretty late in life, starting to fly 
them when I was almost 50 – until this year I was the last 
new Hunter pilot in Britain but have now been pipped to 
the post by an old friend. Ricko who’s 58! Well known as 
‘last of the sports models’, the Hawker lineage (through to 
the Sea Harrier and Hawk) was evident. Again, beautiful 
but demanding to fly and operate, I’d love to start flying 
them again, but that is becoming ever less likely. 

I flew the Hawk over a 30 year period, although with 
an 18 year gap in the middle. In that time literally nothing 



Meet the Members

56 | LIGHT AVIATION | June 2021

had changed. Everything you need, and nothing you 
don’t (except maybe a RADALT). Logical systems, clear 
instruments, carefree handling and still looking good over 
40 years after the first one flew – a great Hawker product. 
Despite having not been in one for nearly five years, I 
would happily jump back in and take one for a spin 
around the block.

Where were you based?
With the RAF I did my frontline time at RAF Leeming and 
Coningsby. My RN time was always at Yeovilton, though I 
was lucky to serve on all three of the Invincible Class 
carriers. 

What did you specialise in?
My specialisation within the military flying was Air Warfare 
and Weapons. Early in my first tour at Leeming, I was 
‘specially selected’ (again, I don’t know what that means) 
to be a member of the first planned squadron to serve in 
Saudi Arabia, post the Iraq invasion of Kuwait in 1990. 
Aged 25 with a 25-year-old navigator, we were the 
youngest fighter crew on the squadron, rubbing 
shoulders with ex-Phantom, Lighting, Hunter, F15, F18, 
‘thousands of hours’ guys. We had to learn quickly. 

We had plenty of mentors and were worked hard. We 
both returned to the UK just before the 1991 war started, 
but realising that warfare was a fascinating, wide ranging 
subject, we wanted to be at the forefront of it. ‘My’ Nav, 
called JP, retired from the RAF two years ago an Air 

Commodore, having led a squadron and completed an 
impressive, high-profile career. Even today I’m constantly 
‘fiddling’ with the weather radar in my biz-jet to see if I 
can detect other aircraft. Old habits die hard. 

I served in the Falkland Islands post-conflict, flew on 
policing operations over Bosnia/Serbia, did a lot of duty 
on Quick Reaction Alert in the UK, and intercepted a 

Right Picture of 
Tornado F.3 and Sea 
Harrier FA.2 taken by 
Tim while inverted. 
He flew both types.

Below Tim and his 
navigator JP in the 
Tornado, serving in 
Saudi Arabia just 
after the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. 
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suspicious non-radio communicating airliner over 
Somerset just after 9/11. 

What do you do out of Yeovilton in the 
Grob?
Until Covid came upon us, I was lucky to be one of a 
small (specially selected?) band of RN Reserve pilots 
flying the Grob Tutor. As I’m not a QFI, I split my time 
between acting as the squadron flying supervisor and 
piloting Air Experience Flights (AEF). The passengers for 
these flights ranged from young cadets/adults wishing to 
gain an insight into military aviation, through serving 
personnel considering a career change to fly, to air traffic 
controllers and air engineers viewing the ‘other side of the 
coin’. Taking a cadet/young adult for their first ever flight 
carries a huge, hidden responsibility. I believe you never 
forget your first flight and it’s the pilot’s task to present 
aviation, in whatever guise, in the best personalised light. 
Careers and dreams can be made or broken in 20 
minutes – my first AEF as a passenger was in Chipmunk 
WB896 at RAF Woodvale in 1979. The pilot was Flying 
Office Penman who, during WWII had served as a 
Lancaster bomber pilot and, I believe, took part in the 
famous Augsburg raid.

As a corporate pilot, what and where do 
you fly?
I fell into corporate or flying quite by chance. I had left 
Virgin Atlantic in 2009 as the financial downturn 
tightened, and a chance conversation with another RNR 
pilot led me to a hurried flight to Malta for an interview to 
fly on a VIP Airbus 319 fleet. Four months flying AC/DC 
around Europe on their world tour ensued, and I 
discovered the hidden world of corporate flying. Sitting 
somewhere between military and airline flying, there’s a 
greater sense of independence, freedom and 
responsibility – with the all-important authority to ‘get the 
job done’.

I’ve been lucky enough to stay (almost) continuously 
employed for a decade, and have operated Dassault 
Falcon 900s, Gulfstream 450 and 550s, and am now on 
year five flying Challenger 605s. All these aircraft are 
eight-hour endurance, 4,000nm, 10-12 seat aircraft, so 
I’ve managed to see most parts of the globe. Well, 
airports and airport hotels over most parts of the globe.

How many hours and types have you 
flown?
I think I’ve got about 9,000 hours on around 20 aircraft 
types, ranging from Airbus A340 down to a Thruster 
microlight. Thankfully over half of it has been proper flying 
(military and lighter aircraft), as thousands of long-haul 
hours sat in the cruise isn’t really flying.

Do you have a favourite and not so type?
The favourite is still the Sea Harrier, though my Auster is 
catching up fast! I don’t have any worst type as there’s 
always pleasure to be gained, even from an aircraft with 
poorer handling characteristics – the Challenger in a 
crosswind!

What aircraft have you owned?
The only aircraft I’ve ever owned, and in fact the only 
flying I’ve ever paid for myself, is an Auster 5D, G-ANHX. 
Built in late 1945, she missed WWII by a couple of weeks 
but did serve with the RAF and RAuxAF until the early 
50s. She’s now painted as she would have been when 
serving with 661 Sqn RAuxAF – 661 Sqn Army Air Corps 
is now a Wildcat squadron based at Yeovilton. Small 
world! 

What endears you to the Auster?
Possibly the only thing I don’t like is her manners in a 
crosswind, and the constant task of wiping oil off her from 
the ‘dripsy’ after every flight. I like the fact that her 
technology is comparable to my Willys Jeep – in fact I’m 
sure some parts are interchangeable. Any changes in the 

Above Posing with 
the Hunter which he 
came to late in his 
career.

Below Tim’s Auster 
G-ANHX, fast 
becoming his 
favourite aeroplane! 
Photo: Ron Smith.
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noises she makes – and there are many – are clues that 
something needs to be addressed. Hand swinging the 
prop is immensely satisfying, when she starts on the first, 
second or third blade; when we get to the 30th swing my 
enthusiasm is waning somewhat. It becomes a battle of 
wills!

Do you prefer local flying/fly-outs or 
touring?
As I’ve yet to do any touring (ignoring the day job) I’m not 
really qualified to discriminate, though at 90mph 
indicated, even a flight to Henstridge from Yeovilton is a 
tour of sorts.

Have you tried other aviation disciplines? 
I’ve yet to try a balloon or a hang-glider, though in fact 
I’ve no desire for the latter. I consider myself a jet pilot 
only because that’s what I’ve spent most of my working 
life doing.

What has been your best aviation moment?
First solo in the Auster bringing her back to Yeovilton from 
Spanhoe. A beautiful August afternoon and on my 
daughter’s 21st birthday to boot. It was probably the first 
time I’d ever spent 90 minutes sightseeing... 

My first deck landing in a Sea Harrier was 
memorable. Normally done close to land in case of 
problems, mine occurred mid-Atlantic and ended with a 
Head Up Display (HUD) failure. Normally this would 
have meant diverting to a land base as vertical landings 
without a HUD were never trained for. Not an option on 
this day... Most of the ship’s company came on deck to 
watch, expecting the worst!

Do you have any non-aviation hobbies?
Oldish cars, from my parents’ era, Mini Coopers, Ford 
Escorts, 2CVs etc. I fenced (epée not larch lap!) for a 
number of years and I am hoping to get back into that 
post-Covid lockdown. It’s great exercise for keeping old 
bodies supple, plus you can go to the pub after training.

Any aviation heroes? 
Wing Commander Mick Martin – not the Mick Martin of 
Dambusters fame, although they did meet. This Mick 
Martin was my first squadron boss and an inspirational 

leader, exceptional navigator and mentor. I still strive to 
lead like he did and I am proud that we’re still friends 30 
years on. 

Also, Chuck Yeager. As well as being an outstanding 
pilot and having ‘the right stuff’ in spades, he took the 
time to learn his aircraft technically. He claimed this gave 
him that ‘little bit extra’ which he used many, many times 
over his career.

Any good aviation books you’d 
recommend?
Fly West by Ivan Southall is a constant re-reader for me. 
Written for teenagers, it describes life as a Sunderland 
pilot during WWII. All the stories are fascinating, humane, 
and true. One of the book’s characters, Dudley Marrows, 
was recently featured in Aeroplane magazine. I’d have to 
include Biggles’ series of stories as well. Apart from being 
cracking yarns, they all contain valuable nuggets of 
aviation wisdom. Finally, Bomber and Goodbye Mickey 
Mouse by Len Deighton.

Any ‘I learned about flying’ moments?
During a test flight in a Sea Harrier the engine surged 
(stalled), then flamed out at 40,000ft. The SHAR wasn’t a 
great glider, but as all the manuals stated, the engine did 
relight below 20,000ft. It was a long five minutes though… 
know your aircraft, its systems and limitations. 

I had the engine on a Hunter disintegrate and 
basically eat itself, but luckily we were on the runway at 
Boscombe Down. 

If you’re going to have an engine failure, do it on the 
ground with two miles of runway ahead! 

What’s on your aircraft or automotive wish 
list?
A P40 Kittyhawk with a shark’s mouth painted on it, a T-33 
Shooting Star and a Ford Escort Mexico.

Any advice for fellow pilots?
Stay inquisitive – hear a new rattle from your aircraft? Hunt 
it down. A new regulation? Find it and read it. And always 
have a plan, even a loose one, and stick to it. 

In aviation terms, ‘just’ should be replaced by ‘not’, as 
in ‘the runway will be just long enough’, ‘ we should just 
have enough fuel to make it’. ■


